


Questions and Answers 



5. What is the role of teachers?  

Classroom teachers need to be flexible in their teaching techniques and expectations for students with 
disabilities. In order for students with disabilities to be successful in school, teachers may need to 
modify the classroom environment, adjust their teaching strategies, or make other accommodations. 
In addition to making classroom modifications, other tasks include assessment of student progress 
and effective communication with parents. Teachers are required under Section 504 to make 
necessary accommodations as specified in the Section 504 accommodation plan.  

6. What should parents or teachers do if they become dissatisfied with the plan?  

Ongoing communication between parents and teachers will help avoid disagreements related to the 
studentÕs accommodation plan. When parentsÕ or teachersÕ concerns are not addressed to their 
satisfaction, they should contact the school principal or the designated staff member responsible for 



the future and encourage more socially acceptable behaviors within the school setting. Students who 
are eligible under IDEA cannot be denied FAPE as a result of discipline. Although Section 504 does 
not specifically address discipline, best practice would suggest that districts use the policies and 
procedures outlined in the IDEA when making decisions about disciplinary consequences for a 
student eligible for a Section 504 accommodation plan.  

9. What are the major differences between IDEA and Section 504?  

Both IDEA and Section 504 guarantee students with disabilities access to a free and appropriate 
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